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“On the sixth day, God created the artist, realizing no doubt that 
He had far from exhausted the uses of color.” 

Robert Brault 
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It only take a few moments of painting with watercolors to realize that 

watercolor loves to mix and could care less about having permission. 

This natural mixing reaction is based upon a simple, scientific principle 
that like attracts like, so as the water in a river prefers to flow and move 

together, water on a page will constantly work to reunite with itself. 

Because of this natural reaction, learning how to mix colors, especially 

the colors in your own palette, is one of the most beneficial skills an 
artist can master. 

It’s often thought that a mixing chart is used as a recipe guide for mixing 

color, but this is probably its least effective purpose. After all, the color 

that results from mixing two colors only displays a fraction of the colors 
that could result from that mixture. Also, many artists commonly use 

mixes of more than two-colors, and a mixing chart isn’t designed to 

display three-color or more mixes. 

Instead, a mixing chart is a fantastic way to gauge the range of colors 
that are possible with your palette. It’s also an easy way to evaluate a 

palette. If the final chart appears too dark, washy, muddy, or even too 

bright, a wise artist knows to reevaluate that palette’s colors. 

Most importantly, a mixing chart is an important part of the learning 

process. If you want to be a great painter, the first step is understanding 

the vast capabilities that the colors in your palette can offer. 

The following pages contain instructions for creating two different 

mixing charts—a stair chart and a square chart—along with six printable 

mixing charts that you can use to test up to 12 colors. 

If you’re only mixing four or 10 colors, simply choose the chart that’s the 

next size up. I often use the extra, blank squares to showcase other 

mixes like varying ratios of 2-color mixes, 3-color mixes from the same 

palette, or different dilutions of a mix. 

Since a letter-sized sheet is really too small to create a useful chart larger 

than 12 colors, I’ll also share complete instructions for creating a much 

larger, square mixing chart on your own. I like to call it the Mega Mixing 

Chart. Cheer’s to happy painting AND happy mixing! 

Tonya at Scratchmade Journal
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